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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


Editor’s Letter 


"[T]here are nice things in the world—and I 
mean nice things,” says Zooey Glass, watching 
a girl play with her dog on the street below his 
family’s Upper East Side apartment. It’s an in- 
congruously touching moment in JD Salinger’s 
otherwise prolix and solipsistic (but brilliant 
and heart-wrenching) coming-of-age portrait of 
existential crises, Franny and Zooey. I read this 
book as a teenager, and that passage has stayed 
with me, resurfacing occasionally as a sort of 
circumstantial mantra: There ave nice things in 
the world—glorious, stupefying, magical things. 
It’s easy to forget, but essential to remember. 

The last time this consciously struck me 
was a few years ago (it’s been unconsciously 
striking me since, whenever my happiness 
strays), when my sister’s dog ran away. I wasn’t 
even particularly fond of the dog, an anarchic 
crossbreed prone to biting, but the thought of 
any dog alone and lost and presumably hungry 
sends uncontrollable waves of anguish break- 


ing over me. I tracked my sister’s updates on 
Facebook. By the time the sun had set on the 
fourth day, she seemed to have given up hope. 
But then came the phone call—her dog had 
been taken safely into the local shelter. And it 
struck me: of the infinite cosmic variables that 
could have yielded disastrous results—they 
live on a busy highway, surrounded by vast 
forests heavy with coyotes—the dog was res- 
cued by a stranger. And while we can look at 
the world as a compendium of horrors and in- 
justice, we have the option to see it differently: 
a beautiful place, where amazing events take 
place, big and small, every day. 

The connection between positivity and gen- 
eral well-being is not a new concept. Park et al. 
(2016) wrote the following in an article for the 
American Journal of Lifestyle Medicine, “Evi- 
dence is accumulating that a happy, engaged, 
and fulfilling psychological and social life is not 
just a consequence of good health, it is what 


leads people to live a healthy and long life." In 
other words, positivity and health go hand in 
hand. 

Positivity in this sense is not merely the 
absence of negativity; it is the presence of 
self-love. If you exercise self-love, you create 
positive energy, thus sending that energy into 
the world. Think of it as a kind of light source, 
touching everything around you. And since we 
are all ambassadors of a cosmic consciousness, 
what Carl Sagan called "8 way for the universe 
to know itself," our self-love is also a gesture of 
universal peace. By loving yourself, the world 
is made better. 

If flowers are, as Eckhart Tolle explains in 
A New Earth, “the enlightenment of the plant,” 
then we, too, are the enlightenment—or flow- 
ering—of a universal consciousness. And like 
flowers, we are colorful and exquisite. 

There are nice things in the world, and you 
are one of them. 8 
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OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Life Imitates Art 


Scrooge McDuck, vainly attempting to close 
the door on his three-cubic-acre money bin as it 
bulges and spills specie across the floor, looks up 
in alarm as a burly guy trundles a dolly stacked 
with yet more money sacks through the door. 

Money. More of it pouring in every mo- 
ment, stacking, piling, filling, now overflowing 
Scrooge's bulwark. What to do? In a heretofore 
unheard-of moment in the miserly supercente- 
narian plutocrat's life he decides he must...spend 
some of it! 

He hires nephew Donald and great-nephews 
Huey, Dewey and Louie to do the deed. Spend 
away is their only instruction. And they do, with 
a vengeance. Like drunken sailors they travel far 
and wide through Duckburg, and towns and vil- 
lages of Calisota, eating the choicest morsels in 
the glitziest restaurants, bedding in downy duvets 
in the most luxurious accommodations, living life 
on the apex of the hog. 

Puffed with pride that they'd carried out old 
Uncle Scrooge's orders to the last decimal point, 


they return for their reward only to find Scrooge 
inundated with even more of the old spondulix. 
Lines of trucks are hauling in scads of loot, while 
more dollies of moneybags are being wheeled to 
his bin. 

To their general chagrin, they learn that the 
old curmudgeon owns all of the fancy hotels, the 
chic restaurants, the liveried limousine services 
in which the ducks had disported themselves. 
Scrooge was now even richer than ever, with 
more rolling in like clockwork. 

And ain't it the truth: the story made it clear 
to young readers that money has a life of its 
own—once you have enough of it. On the other 
hand—which most kids didn't think about, but 
some actually experienced— without enough, 
one's life is pretty much dominated by that lack 
and its concomitant race on the treadmill to avoid 
falling into the abyss. 

This glimpse of Uber-rich Scrooge was writ- 
ten and drawn by Disney artist Carl Barks, who 
had created Uncle Scrooge in 1947. This particu- 


lar story appeared in the September, 1952, issue 
of Walt Disney's Comics and Stories. 

Earlier that year in issue 138, Barks tapped an- 
other facet of Scrooge's character. After turning 
down the Mayor of Duckburg's request for a do- 
nation to erect a statue of town founder, Cornelius 
Coot, Scrooge spies the visiting Maharaja of How- 
duyoustan who's willing to chip in. Scrooge rolls 
up his sleeves and the two vie with larger and 
larger memorials until at last, Scrooge unveils 
only an immense top hat. As the Maharaja laughs 
and scorns, Scrooge pulls a hidden lever propel- 
ling an Everest of a Scrooge McDuck above the 
skyline, winning the race and leaving Duckburg's 
public park littered with a cornucopia of Coots. 

Ahead of his time? Yes and no. Obscenely 
wealthy men measuring members is nothing new, 
from the Pyramids of Giza and back beyond, but 
today's Billionaires' sky-high squandering might 
make even Scrooge wince. 

It was much funnier when I was eleven. 8 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Lee Roehl 
A Celebration o 


Lee Roehl's impact on the LGBTQ+ community in the Twin Cities 
cannot be overstated. A self-described "networking queen," this effer- 
vescent man made it his mission to improve the lives of the LGBTQ+ 
community here in the Twin Cities. He accomplished this through his 
expertise as a tax professional, and his genuine love of meeting new 
people and creating meaningful connections. Roehl was diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer in late 2020 and passed away in April of this year. He 
is survived by his husband Tim Salyers. 

An elementary school teacher turned tax professional, Roehl's infec- 
tious energy and kindness have won him a place in many hearts. Lois 
Carlson, senior vice president of UBS Financial Services, worked with 
Roehl at the LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce. She describes him as "full 
of energy and driven to improve the LGBTIA community. He enjoyed 
bridge, he attended and sponsored nearly every Bingo game." 

Roehl's zest for life made him seem even younger than he was—his 
new friends and colleagues frequently assumed he was closer to 50 than 
70. “He was a remarkable community member,” says Carlson, “always 
trying to help all of us become more financially stable. He was an excel- 
lent networker, and he relished making connections." 
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Roehl founded ROR Tax Professionals with two colleagues (Old and 
Reynolds) 30 years ago. Mike Cassidy, a partner and income tax special- 
ist at ROR, was impressed by Roehl from their first meeting. "1 met Lee 
on New Year's Eve Day for lunch," recalls Cassidy. ^I was really struck by 
how excited he was to talk to me about working with him. I don't know 
thatIrealized how much I was looking for a mentor. It seemed that it was 
the right time for both of us. [Lee] told me many times, ‘Mike, if you just 
be yourself everyone will love you and you'll be a big success!" 

Cassidy also fondly recalls Roehl's many whimsical adages and an- 
ecdotes, or “Lee-isms," which ranged from the goofy to the profound. 
Two of his favorites were "We're just like the fancy tax firms, without the 
marble walls and walnut floors!" and “Closets are for clothes, not people; 
like bags are for groceries, not tax receipts." 

Roehl worked tirelessly to help his LGBTQ+ clients navigate a finan- 
cial world that was often stacked against them. *He always said 'yes' to a 
request for help," says Carlson. *He was a gift to this city." 

Roehl's expertise was enormously helpful to his clients. “For three 
decades before marriage equality came to Minnesota, Lee helped un- 
married couples get the most of their situation," says Cassidy. "110 would 


ARTS & CULTURE BY HOLLY PETERSON 


talk to them about building their net worth, owning a home, contribut- 
ing toward their retirement and giving back. He cared that people suc- 
ceeded, and cherished the progress he would see folks make." 

'Those efforts were redoubled when marriage equality was won in 
Minnesota. Cassidy continues, "Lee helped to educate hundreds of 
people on whether they should seek to marry. I think folks look on it 
now and think it may have been a 'no-brainer, but then, people built 
their lives around being unmarried. He helped them understand what 
changed, and what didn't. Over two years, we had almost 600 clients 
marry." 

Roehl's absence will be felt in the Twin Cities for quite some time, 
but the ripples of his legacy will continue to have a positive impact on the 
LGBTQ- community for years to come. After all, as Cassidy explaines it, 
"Sometimes you just need the right person to believe in you to help you 
set yourself on the right path." 

On July 21, ROR Tax Professionals held a Celebration of Life event at 
the Nicollet Island Pavilion in Minneapolis. Cassidy acted as the event's 
host, as it were, and delivered a very touching speech about "the young- 
est 70ish-year old-you'll ever meet." It was clear that Lee has made a 
lasting impact; among the tearful speakers were a number of friends 
and family. 

“I am, indeed, grateful,” Cassidy says, “to stand on Lee's shoulders." 8 
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OUR SCENE 


COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


New Name, New Season 
and a Fresh Start 


I feel like a giddy school child as I continue 
to get more and more press releases about 
theatres reopening and announcing their new 
seasons. With the pandemic and extended time 
away from producing and performing, many 
have reevaluated their overall strategy, outlook 
and purpose as a theatre company. With that, 
after 26 seasons the Minnesota Jewish Theatre 
Company has rebranded and changed their 
name to Six Points Theater. 

"We're excited to introduce our new name 
that embraces the vitality of our mission and 
history while looking forward to our future," 
says Barbara Brooks, Producing Artistic Direc- 
tor. “We’ll continue to share stories with you 
that reveal the common threads of humanity 
through a Jewish lens. To share stories that 
matter. To share stories that make us laugh 
and cry. To share compelling and entertaining 
stories that reflect today's complex world." 

'They've announced their upcoming season 
which includes a healthy mixture of mysterious 
drama, seriocomedy, new plays and more. Ac- 
cording to a press release sent by Six Points 
Theater, patrons will also be able to add on a 
world premiere holiday production—a new 
commission with songs. 


A PICKLE 
July 28 - August 15, 2021 
by Deborah Yarchun 

After entering her kosher pickles into the 
Creative Activities Competition for preserved 
food at the Minnesota State Fair, Doris discov- 
ers that they've been discarded onto a back- 
room table. The following year she finds her 
family delicacy disqualified for the second year 
in a row! Disappointed but not defeated, Doris 
sets out on a quest to uncover why they're not 
receiving their due ranking amongst pickles. 
Based on true events, this sold-out hit from last 
season is back by popular demand. Starring 
Sally Wingert. 


THE PEOPLE'S VIOLIN 
October 23 - November 14, 2021 
by Charles Varon 


A filmmaker with a faltering career receives 
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Formerly Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company 


a grant to make a documentary about his fa- 
ther, a famous Jewish author and therapist for 
Holocaust survivors. When the discovery of 
a mysterious violin slowly uncovers the fam- 
ilys unspoken history, the project turns into 
a gripping quest for truth. This intriguing and 
suspenseful drama, framed as a documentary, 
reveals the complexity of family, relationships 
and the search for identity. 


CHANUKAH IN THE DARK 
December 5 - 21, 2021 
by Hayley Finn 

It's Chanukah, and 10-year-old Max is look- 
ing forward to presents, latkes and his grand- 
mother's amazing donuts. But when an ice 
storm causes a power outage, Max discovers 
that Chanukah is all about overcoming adver- 
sity, and seeing the miracles in life! A World 
Premiere with original songs. Commissioned 
by Six Points Theater. (This is an add-on to the 
3-Show Subscriber Package.) 


NEW PLAY READING FESTIVAL 
February 23 - March 13, 2022 

Three new plays, hand-picked and not yet 
seen by the public, will be presented in onstage 
readings. This format will allow audiences to 


experience cutting-edge work and Six Points 
'Theater to broaden the landscape of Jewish 
theater. 


TWO JEWS WALK 
INTO A WAR 
April 30 - May 22, 2022 
by Seth Rozin 

Zeblyan and Ishaq are the last two Jews liv- 
ing in Kabul. While they both want to urgently 
repopulate their ancient Jewish community, 
how to do so is something they cannot agree 
upon. Against a backdrop of explosions and 
bullets, the two men must reconcile their theo- 
logical differences and work together. Inspired 
by true events, this play balances Borscht Belt 
humor and poignancy in a touching look at cul- 
tural continuity. 

For more information on ticket pricing and 
purchasing, visit mnjewishtheatre.org. E 


Six Points Theater is committed to protecting the 
health, safety and well-being of our audiences, 
artists and staff. The following precautions will be 
taken at all performances: recommended social 
distancing; attendance to be limited based upon 
state and city mandates; and traffic patterns to 
avoid choke points. 
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ARTS & CULTURE | BY LINDA RAINES 


Meet Me on the Midway 


Heat waves shimmering above asphalt and concrete, dust motes 
shining and floating in shafts of streaming light and elevated by the tread 
of a thousand feet, the heady scent of cooking oil and sugared delicacies 
frying in endless vats, children shrieking with laughter from the giant 
slide and whirling sky swings and the looping and complicated architec- 
ture of many gyrating rides, the cacophony of voices from the Midway, 
horses neighing, cows mooing. This is the apex of summer, those twelve 
golden days that cap off the season: that endlessly fun deep-fried levia- 
than known as the Minnesota State Fair. 

COVID-19 did the unthinkable in 2020 when it shuttered the gates of 
the Great Minnesota Get Together. But the State Fair is back this year 
and ready to open up to the daily thousands of ticket-holders ready to 
dig into a bucket of Sweet Martha's Cookies and devour Pronto Pups 
and deep-fried-everything-on-a-stick until the sun goes down and the last 
notes from the Grandstand concerts die away. 

One might think that the Fair would appeal only to rural out-staters, 
FFA kids, and folks wanting to gorge on fried food that all but tumble- 
dry in their bellies on the Midway rides. But nothing could be further 
from the truth. The State Fair offers an eye-popping array of activities, 
crafts, art, food, music, competitions, shopping, interactive learning and 
family fun to suit the tastes of practically everyone. 

Let's face it: while there are many attractions on offer, one of the 
biggest is the food, and nobody does food quite like the Minnesota State 
Fair. In addition to the tried-and-true classics such as Sweet Martha's, 
mini-donuts, cheese curds and fresh French fries, the Fair is offering a 
number of new foods to tantalize your taste buds this year, from good ol’ 
American style to a number of unique exotic delights. 

Here are just a few of the delectable culinary tidbits awaiting you 
this year. 

* Sashimi Tuna Tacos (Scenic 61 by New Scenic Café): Crispy 
wonton shells filled with a delightful mixture of ahi tuna, avocado and 
sesame soy with a side of Thai slaw and peanut dressing, pickled ginger 
and wasabi. 

* Kerala Fried Chicken Kati Roll (Hot Indian): Marinated, bat- 
tered chicken tenders that are fried and wrapped in paratha (layered 
flatbread) and served with chutneys and slaw. 

* Fudge & Fruit (Minnesota Wine Country): Fresh strawber- 
ries and fudge brownies, both dipped in wine-infused dark chocolate, 
drizzled with wine-infused white chocolate and served...how else? On 
a stick! 

* La Floretta (Mancini's Al Fresco): Oven-roasted cauliflower flo- 
rets seasoned with Iron Range spices and herbs, and served with a Cal- 
abrian sweet chili sauce. 

e S’Mores Funnel Cake (Funnel Cakes): Graham cracker funnel 
cake topped with milk chocolate chunks, marshmallow and more gra- 
ham cracker bits. 

After filling your belly with more sinfully delicious food than could 
ever be good for anyone, sitting down to digest might sound like a plan, 
and what could be better than taking in a concert while you do it? The 
Grandstand Concert Series has lined up a set of musical artists that 
should appeal to a variety of tastes. 


gt O 1 
All photos courtesy of the Minnes 
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Miranda Lambert opens the Fair תס‎ August 26th with the GRAM- 
MY© Award-winning East Texas native belting out hits that have 
launched her to the top of Nashville's echelon of current superstars. 

Maren Morris takes the stage on Friday, August 27th with a vocal 
styling that runs the gamut of country, folk and pop, and will entertain 
Fairgoers with music that has earned Morris a number one place on the 
Billboard Top Country Album chart, along with both CMA and GRAM- 
MY® awards. 

The Currenťs Music-On-A-Stick featuring Lake Street Dive 
with special guests Low Cut Connie and Kiss the Tiger bursts upon 
the stage on Saturday, August 28th. This eclectic lineup promises an eve- 
ning of pop, rock, jazz and R&B that should have guests dancing in the 
stands far into the night. 

TLC and Shaggy, with special guest Bone Thugs-n-Harmony, 
round out the first weekend of musical entertainment in the Grandstand 
by bringing their own brand of R&B and hip-hop, along with reggae, to 
ensure that the party continues even though the first weekend is wind- 
ing to a close. 

Never fear, though—the entertainment just keeps on comin' through- 
out the run of the Fair with diverse musical acts such as The Spinners, 
The Doobie Brothers, Tim McGraw, George Thorogood & The Destroy- 
ers, the MSF Amateur Talent Contest Finals, Music, Movie and a Con- 
versation with Kevin Costner, and ending the 2021 season with Darci 
Lynne and special guest Okee Dokee Brothers. 

Whether you attend to see the variety of well-bred animals being 
shown by their proud handlers, nosh on the tantalizing array of foods, 
scream at the top of your lungs on the Midway rides, or try to win a 
giant stuffed animal for your sweetie at the carnival games, the Great 
Minnesota Get-Together has something for everyone, so come on out 
and join in the fun. 

See you at the Fair! 

Minnesota State Fair 

August 26 - September 6, 2021 

www.mnstatefair.org I 
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THE COVEN: 


DRAWING DOWN THE MOON 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Let's be honest: identity matters. When we're applying or interview- 
ing for a new job, our identities as women, non-binary folx, trans hu- 
mans, people of color, and so on have an impact on the way we're viewed 
and the types of positions we might be considered for. For me, I am a 
bi+/pan woman, and while these facets of my identity play a major—and 
positive—role in my personal life, they can sometimes feel like parts of 
myself that I need to hide in the workplace. 

But at the Coven, these sorts of diverse identities are encouraged in 
both a personal and professional setting. 

^We had a hunch that women, non-binary, and trans folks may be 
searching for a space where their professional and personal lives could 
intermingle," says Erinn Farrell, co-founder of the Coven, "8 place where 
they could perhaps shed the armor they walk through the world with 
and discover and celebrate their whole selves. We tested this hypothesis 
with hundreds of interviews and focus groups that we dubbed ‘witching 


hours, calling into conversations with folks across the Twin Cities to 
spend time together and provide feedback about our idea." 

Farrell adds: “In sharing space with all these folks from differing lived 
experiences, socioeconomics, industries, and generations, we started to 
notice something incredible: a bias for risk-taking where the community 
began to both inspire and support each individual's goals and aspirations 
of growth." 

'The Coven is a network of radical spaces for changemakers with a 
mission of designing equitable arenas for members to pursue growth 
and confidence. 

^We facilitate physical and virtual spaces created for community, 
collaboration and conversation," Farrell says. "Everyone is welcome to 
become a member of the Coven, but we center Coven experiences on 
the needs of women, non-binary, and trans people. We are an actively 
anti-racist organization that prioritizes the intentional care and attention 
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for our BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ members. We do not tolerate microag- 
gressions, racism, or anti-LGBTQIA- language or actions." 

Farrell continues, joined by co-founder Alex West Steinman and mar- 
keting lead/graphic designer Jac Boyum: *We designed our spaces to 
be a place not just where work gets done but as spaces to evoke joy 
wherever we could. Joy itself is an act of resistance and we wanted to 
help create an environment where our members could put down the 
heavy (metaphorical and physical) weight they were carrying and be 
whatever versions of themselves they needed to be that day. So what 
you'll find in any of our locations is a lot of color, comfort, natural light, 
real plants, and moments of inspiration. Working with a diverse team of 
local artisans we ensured the space was not just a reflection of a singular 
lived experience, but rather a tapestry of stories, identities and experi- 
ences coming together to bring joy, inspiration and confidence to all our 
visitors." 

Beyond the Coven's physical environment, Farrell, West Steinman 
and Boyum say they believe in the power of community and the connec- 
tive tissue that results when a multitude of experiences and industries 
are brought together. 

“By creating a space where industry, age and work approach is not 
limited and diversity of experience is encouraged, we've witnessed new 
relationships, friendships and mentorships form," they say. ^We design 
programming, create opportunities for connection, and facilitate intro- 
ductions specifically to encourage these cross-career stage connections. 
We've seen firsthand confidence take root and personal and professional 
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ideas flourish as the community bands together in support. We've seen 
businesses start and interesting partnerships form. One of our favorites 
was to watch the CEO of a bank sit down next to a young Community 
Organizer and strike up a conversation, which led to multiple projects 
and collaborations together." 

'The Coven is first and foremost a space (both physical and digital) 
that offers physical and psychological safety for folks to connect, grow 
and build. Membership is open to everyone, but by focusing on women, 
non-binary, and trans folks, the organization is boldly centering their 
lived experiences and ensuring offerings are designed for them specifi- 
cally. 

"Our members often find themselves having to fit into environments 
elsewhere that were never designed for them—whether that be the 
inclusivity of the restroom or the people on the Board,” they add. “To 
step into a physical or digital space that suits your needs, that removes 
the constant and typical barriers of spaces designed by others, that not 
only acknowledges your presence but celebrates it—well, that can be 
life-changing. We wanted to build a space to hold 
community and provide folks who are often the 
‘other’ a place to be themselves—and when you 
can do that safely a whole new world opens up.” 

‘Tve been a team member of the Coven’s 
for over a year now,” says Boyum. “You spend 
so much of your life in a workplace, and when 
you're queer or trans there are several hurdles 
that you have to approach along the way. And 
a lot of the time queer/trans folks (and queer/ 
trans BIPOC folks especially) have to decide to 
just hide bits of themselves away to make the 
day to day more manageable, if not survivable. 
From the moment I walked into the Coven, I felt 
so incredibly seen, and I continue to feel that 
way every day. My voice isn't just heard, but en- 
acted." 

'They add: "This is the first team that I feel 
like I have true stake in, and I think it's because 
it's the first time that I have been utterly and un- 
questionably accepted in a work environment. I 
have felt celebrated, held and supported in a way 
I didn't know was possible. Over the past year 
I've watched the Coven pivot to support whoever 


N 


Jac Boyum. Photo by Bethany Birnie 


needs supporting at that time. I’ve watched them learn and ask before 
they step—not after. I’ve watched them continue to carve out space for 
those that don't have it. And I couldn't be more proud to be a part of this 
team." 

For more on the Coven, follow ©thecoven.co on social media to learn 
about upcoming content, programming and amenities. Visit www.theco- 
ven.com for more information about the spaces and membership. li 


Nest Steinman. Photo by Bethany Birnie 
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Now approaching its eighth year of operation, local event company 
GRRRL SCOUT is the creative force behind some of the best LGBTQ+ 
events that the Twin Cities has to offer. “We wanted to create event[s] 
that felt welcoming to all members of the queer community," explain 
GRRRL SCOUT founders Kristen and Jac, “and elevated the talented 
folks within that community." Now that events can be hosted more 
safely, GS has begun rekindling the connections they have built with 
artists, venues and organizations across the Twin Cities, with the goal 
of once again providing a roster of unique events that are fun, safe and 
community-building. 

"We've hosted everything from speed dating/bingo/trivia-style 
events to large-scale festival-style events," Jac and Kristen explain. “We 
push ourselves to continue to evolve, giving the community new and ex- 
citing things to attend." Most recently, GS hosted a Stoplight Party at 
'The Cabooze. Attendees chose a colored wristband upon arrival—green 
for “Single and Ready To Mingle,” yellow for “I’m an Open Book—Just 
Ask,” and red for “Just Here To Dance." The event was packed with en- 
tertainment of all kinds: music, food trucks, a dance-off, performances, 
games, the works. 

GS's commitment to crafting unique experiences and building com- 
munity means that they're always ready to build new partnerships. “Per- 
haps it's a new band, performer or vendor that [our attendees] otherwise 
didn't know about," say Kristen and Jac. ^We try to feature a wide array 
of talent in each and every event to expose people to something new." 

Bringing people together has always been a central tenant of GS's 
philosophy. *Our goal was to create an event [company] that felt more 
like a 'collective' of queer creators, businesses and performers, rather 
than focusing on the promoters or the company hosting the event itself. 
'The collective is what makes GRRRL SCOUT so great. This includes the 
beautiful community that attends our events as well." 

One of the ways that GS has built community through their events is 
by prioritizing the safety of their guests. “We take the safety of our com- 
munity very seriously," say Jac and Kristen. ^We want all of our guests 
to feel a sense of belonging. We will not tolerate any racist or homopho- 
bic language or actions." GS accomplishes this by setting clear expecta- 
tions for attendees and staff alike. Event details include clear messaging 
about consent and respecting personal boundaries. Security, door staff, 
and other partners (who are often queer themselves) are trained in non- 
violent techniques, as well as *proper pronouns and language use when 
addressing our attendees." 

GS is committed to creating events that are inclusive and reflect the 
diversity of the Twin Cities. "Representation matters and we want every- 
one to feel seen and heard at our events," say Kristen and Jac. ^We use 
our platform to host several performers, creators, and businesses within 
BIPOC communities. We are [also] donating 10% of our quarterly profits 
to local BIPOC organizations throughout the Twin Cities. This quarter 
we will be donating to MidWest Mixed." 

Given the events of the last year, GS is also keenly aware of public 
health. The organization takes COVID and all recommended guidelines 
associated with the pandemic seriously. “We hope that we can contin- 
ue to hold safe spaces for the queer community throughout the winter 
months while keeping the threat of the pandemic in mind," say Kristen 
and Jac. “Taking a break to recalibrate during the pandemic has really 
ignited a new love and appreciation for what we have created." 

The future for GS looks as fun and fulfilling as its past. “We are just 
getting back into the swing of things!" say Kristen and Jac. “We'll con- 
tinue to host our monthly events along with our big Queer 90s Party this 
upcoming September. We are working on a few new things as well, so 


stay tuned!" GS social media channels, which are listed below, and its 
website are the best ways to keep track of upcoming events. 

The success of GS over the years is directly related to the community 
it has served and continues to serve. “We feel incredibly fortunate to 
have received so much love and support from our community over the 
last several years," say Jac and Kristen. "It's been so rewarding to see 
how joyful folks are to be in a space by and for queer folks. We're hon- 
ored to be able to create comfortable and inviting spaces for our com- 
munity!” ll 

www.grrrlscout.com 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram: @gsmpls 
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IN CONVERSATION WITH 
ANDREA BARTSCH 


BY ANDREW STARK | PHOTOS BY WILLIXM HAWK 


Im not a Mountain Goats fan. The band, I mean. I find 
their lo-fi guitars too jangly, John Darnielle’s vocals too na- 
sally, their overall vibe too twee. But there’s ultimately no 
denying that Darnielle is a gifted lyricist, and for whatever 
reason I sometimes find his lines unspooling in my head 
during certain situations. 

“The most remarkable thing about you standing in the 
doorway,” he sings on “Going to Georgia,” “is that it’s you 
and that you are standing in the doorway.” 

This particular line has struck me a few times, when 
Ive met someone whose presence is larger than their en- 
vironment—once in Los Angeles, another in Portland, and 
the other night, when I met Andrea Bartsch. 

'To call her beautiful is reductive; it's like calling the 
sea beautiful, and trying to describe this beauty would be 
like trying to describe the amorphous play of water over 
a stone. That is to say there is so much more to the sea— 
and Andrea—than beauty. She's cool, sweet, interesting. 
But these words are limp: they're just words. Her energy 
is magnetic and infectious, as if she's totally open to the 
curious world. And when I meet her outside Nightingale 
in Minneapolis—cropped Black Sabbath t-shirt, flared pat- 
terned pants—it's like walking into a very bright light. 

“T went to Perpich, the arts high school, for visual arts,” 
she says after we sit down. "1 was kind of thinking I wanted 
to be a tattoo artist then, but it took me a while to get there. 
'Then I moved out to San Francisco when I was 18, lived 
there for two years, came back here, and then I was a dog- 
walker for four years." 

She continues: "So I set my mind to becoming a tattoo 
artist, started drawing a lot, made a bunch of flash, made a 
portfolio, went around to different tattoo shops and showed 
them my work." 

I order a light beer, Andrea decides on a dragon fruit 
hard seltzer. 

“T love the term queer,” she says, “because it's an um- 
brella term for any way you want to identify within LGBTQ- 
IA+. I identify as queer and pansexual. But I've found that 


labels are not something I like to get caught up in. They 
put a lot of pressure on people—they'd put a lot of pressure 
on me, and were one of the reasons I stayed in the closet 
for such a long time. I feel like everyone's a little bit queer, 
you know?" 

As a tattoo artist, she works out of Bee Ink [at 713 S 
10th Street in Minneapolis], and I'd stumbled across her 
stuff on Instagram. I should mention that, locked in the 
fugue of endless scrolling that is the app's nature, it takes 
some pretty arresting visuals to stop that index finger in 
its tracks. Andrea's work, then, transcends the rockabilly 
paradigms often associated with tattoos—her work is bold, 
expertly done, involved, vibrant, alive on the body. 

Andrea herself is slight and heavily tattooed, with thick 
black hair and inkdrop eyes. I have looked into eyes that I'd 
call reptilian, glacial, grave, remote as abyssal fish, glittery 
as shattered stemware. I have looked into eyes that have 
caused the skin along my spine to pebble. When I look 


Continued on page 24 
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into most pairs of eyes, though, I feel nothing. 


Andrea’s are warm, but complex: there’s a lot 
in them—love, pain, happiness—and I would 
call her eyes bottomless. 

She moonlights as a DJ under the moni- 
ker King Poser, spinning queer dance par- 
ties at the GBLTQA-focused events company 
GRRRL SCOUT based in Minneapolis. She 
feeds off the energy of the crowd while blast- 
ing through new wave and proto-industrial 
bangers from pioneers like Depeche Mode 
and Talking Heads. 

“T try to play music that everyone knows," 
she says, “because I love watching everyone 
sing along and get super hyped. I've always 
had a passion for music. My dad is a brilliant 
musician, and I've always really enjoyed mak- 
ing playlists. That's like my love language— 
making playlists for friends, partners." 

As a kid in Maple Grove, Andrea “dressed 
really weird, and looked really weird." She 
laughs. “I would wear, like, the Tripp Hot Top- 
ic pants [presently being repopularized by the 
likes of Lil Nas X and Billie Eilish]. I remem- 
ber, at the time, that people who dressed like 
me were seen as scary. And I had really short 
hair that spiked out in the back, and like long 
bangs. I looked weird. 

“But I'm thankful that I had a weird child- 
hood,” she adds. “I think it’s made me a better 
person now, because I grew up with not a high 
self-esteem, but a drive to love the art that I 


was creating and to be myself. I’ve always 
been who I am." 

It comes as no surprise that Andrea's 
a Cancer, a water sign ruled by the moon: 
emotional, down-to-earth, rooted in family 
and home, radiating a comfortable energy. 
Throughout my journalistic career, I’ve main- 
tained a cardinal rule of keeping interviews 
under the 25-minute mark; this particular con- 
versation has lasted an hour and a half. 

The check arrives, and Andrea concludes: 
“Tt feels cool to be recognized for what I do. I 
feel like I have a lot of people who really enjoy 
the work that I’ve done for them. It feels really 
good to have people walking around the city 
with my artwork on them. Forever.” 

We part ways, and I leave inspired. I climb 
into my car, hang a left on Lyndale. The sun- 
set reflects from a million different points as 
shadows climb downtown like a massive ris- 
ing tide. It’s more than beautiful, stronger 
than, a scene for which we haven't developed 
the vocabulary to describe. I wish Andrea 
could see it—I wish everyone I've ever known 
could see it—this moment in time, fleeting as 
a wave, a single day, a lifetime. Forever. 

"The most remarkable thing," sings Darni- 
elle, “is that it's you and that you are standing 
in the doorway.” I 
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TRAVEL | BY JOEY AMATO 


PRIDE JOURNEY: ST. LOUIS, MISSO 


On this visit to St. Louis, I wanted to fo- a בש‎ EET Án ۴ 
cus on Union Station, a magnificent property 
located in heart of the city which features an 
aquarium, numerous dining options, a Ferris 
wheel and of course the Union Station Hotel. 
St. Louis is a quick 3.5-hour drive from my 
home in Indianapolis, so it's a great place for a | 
long weekend getaway. 

'The first thing you notice when you walk 
into the Grand Hall at Union Station Hotel is 
the soaring ceiling, elegantly detailed with 
carvings and architectural elements that make 
the property a destination in itself. Every eve- 
ning, there is a light show projected on the ceil- 
ing which draws hotel guests and tourists alike. 
The 567-room hotel-a Curio Collection by Hil- 
ton property, and the entire complex, which 
was originally built in 1894, is considered a Na- 
tional Historic Landmark. 

Our first stop on our visit was the aquarium. 
While not the largest I’ve been to, the aquar- 
jum does entice the senses, urging guests to 
get their hands wet, especially when it comes 
to petting the stingrays. The tank consists of 
over 60 sharks and rays all begging for atten- 
tion. There are some great Instagram-friendly 
areas in the aquarium as well, so get your cam- 
era ready. 

For those looking to experience a bit of 
adventure, try the Sky Trail ropes course. I 
am not a fan of heights, so this was pushing 
my boundaries as some of the obstacles only 
contain foot pads, without anything to hold on 
to. I may have skipped over one of these early 
on until I built up enough courage to proceed 
through the course like a pro. The Sky Trail 
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course includes about a dozen obstacles and 
two zip lines, one 60-feet over the aquarium 
lobby floor. They have a smaller version avail- 
able for children, or the occasional skittish LG- 
BTQ journalist, who may not be ready for the 
larger course. 

Head over to The Train Shed for dinner 
before a night in The Grove, the city's enter- 
tainment district. My guest and I didn't want 
anything too heavy, so we decided to share a 
few appetizers including the Deviled Eggs and 
a fabulous Charcuterie Plate prepared with a 
selection of artisan cured meats and cheeses. I 
also ordered the Arugula & Beet Salad served 
with candied pecan, Feta, and lemon truffle vin- 
aigrette. 

'The Grove is under 10 minutes away from 
the hotel. While many LGBTQ venues have 
closed in recent years, the city still boasts Re- 
hab and Just John. I remember partying at Just 
John during my first visit to St. Louis many 
years ago. I had a wonderful evening back 
then, and this visit certainly didn't disappoint. 
We began the evening at Taha'a Twisted Tiki, 
a gay-friendly tiki bar, and both ordered the 
“ Don't Give a Damn,” a refreshing cocktail 
made with vodka, lemon, pineapple, passion 
fruit and ginger. 

All of the bars in The Grove are within walk- 
ing distance, so head over to Rehab next. 11 
admit, one of the bartenders made me want to 
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ON 
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move to the city immediately. He was extreme- 
ly friendly (and attractive) and poured us some 
delicious cocktails which we enjoyed on the 
patio. We then headed to Just John where we 
spent the majority of the evening dancing and 
mingling amongst the locals, who I found to be 
very friendly. 

Pride St. Louis recently announced their 
"Pride Is Alive" celebration, scheduled for 
August 27-29 at BallPark Village. The outdoor 
event is free to the public, so if you are looking 
for a summer pride event, this is definitely one 
you should check out. 

Speaking of BallPark Village, I have never 
been to that part of town and was eager to ex- 
plore. I was so impressed by the masterplan 
design of the neighborhood as well as the ven- 
ues and properties occupying the space, most 
notably, Bally Sports Live! The massive enter- 


tainment complex contains numerous bars and 
restaurants including PBR St. Louis, a country 
bar complete with a mechanical bull which my 
guest made me ride. It was my first time riding 
and despite being whipped around like a rag 
doll, I think I did pretty well. 

End your stay in St. Louis with a trip to the 
world famous St. Louis Zoo. The free attraction 
is perfect for those looking to spend a leisurely 
afternoon strolling through an urban oasis 
filled with lively giraffes, elephants, and goril- 
las. The zoo is home to over 12,000 animals 
representing 500 species. 

'The Saint Louis Zoo also operates a Wild- 
Care Institute, which focuses on wildlife man- 
agement and recovery as well as conservation. 
'The zoo has pledged to support critical initia- 
tives in places where animals are threatened by 
shrinking habitats, poaching and disease. You 
will need to devote a few hours to this visit as 
the zoo is quite expansive. 

'There are too many things to see and do in 
St. Louis in just one weekend, so if you have 
more time to devote, check out The Gateway 
Arch, St. Louis Museum of Art, the Missouri 
Botanical Garden and City Museum. These are 
just a few of many LGBTQ-friendly attractions 
worth visiting in the city. 

'To book your St. Louis gaycation, visit www. 
Orbitz.com/pride. li 
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Like many restaurants, Augustine's in St. 
Paul's Union Park neighborhood shuttered 
during the pandemic. The good news is it's 
back, but diners shouldn't expect the same old 
bistro. 

Augustine's 2.0 includes a new chef—Derik 
Moran, an alum of the Dakota Jazz Club—and 
a new menu, devised by bold-name chef/con- 
sultant Lenny Russo. The list is compact and 
interesting. And its plates are well-presented. 
Prices are geared to include the customary tip, 
so that all staffers—cooks and dishwashers in- 
cluded—can count on their fair share. There's 
also an on-site pastry chef, a rarity these days. 

'This week's visit was my first, but my com- 
panion, who'd dined here before the days of 
pandemic, assured me that the large and lively 
room remains the same—which, alas, trans- 
lates to an environment perhaps a little noisy 
for some patrons. Those without lip-reading 
skills could find themselves at a disadvantage, 
thanks to the tin ceiling, heavy wooden tables 
and straight-backed chairs; in other words, 
nothing much in the way of sound-absorption. 

The food list leads off with seven small 
plates ($12-20), which range from a sum- 
mery vichyssoise greened with arugula puree 
to pommes frites with Béarnaise sauce. We 
started with the sunchokes—a chilled still-life 


Smoked Salmon Terrine 
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SAINT (AUGUSTINE) 
DE PRAISED 


centered on that potato-y vegetable in the good 
company of sweet corn kernels, sprigs of aro- 
matic fennel, juicy nectarines and hint of Alep- 
po pepper. Pipings of a suave basil aioli knit the 
players together as a hearty, tasty starter. 


Grass-fed Beef Sii 


4 


The smoked salmon terrine harks to 
the more sophisticated side of the kitchen's 
French-rooted menu, and it's lovely indeed. A 
creamy slice from a terrine of pureed salmon is 
the plate's centerfold, lavishly garnished with 
strands of cured salmon along with a fruity, 
cranberry-based chutney, and a drizzle of a 
robust, head-clearing horseradish cream, pre- 
sented with slim filone toasts. It's a supple and 
tasty rendition of the sort of classic French bis- 
tro fare that serves as the menu's inspiration. 

Next, seven large plates ($18 for a burger; 
otherwise $22-28) claim your attention, rang- 
ing from mussels in white wine to skate wing, 
spring chicken to tortelloni—plus a tempting 
and simple plate of Toulouse sausage with 
croissant, Gruyere cheese and a fried egg. 
We split the beef sirloin, and I was seduced by 
this kitchen's add-on of blue cheese mousse. 
And a lively plate it proved to be, with several 
ruddy, perfectly timed slices of ultra-juicy beef, 
augmented with potato puree, crisp fronds of 
broccolini, more sunchokes, and a suave glace 
de viand to bring the dish home. And oh, that 
mousse! It could double as dessert. 

Then it was time for the actual dessert ($12, 
or a cheese board for $18), and do save room. 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


I failed to inquire about the housemade semi- 
freddo and sorbet because my eyes had landed 
on two other reasons to shelf my diet: nectar- 
ine cream tart and blueberry turnover (warn- 
ing: There’s also a chocolate temptation). Our 
server steered us toward sharing the blueber- 
ry number, which tasted mighty like a super- 
elevated Pop-Tart in the best possible way. The 
pastry came sided with a scoop of Earl Gray ice 
cream; another bonus. 

We'd sipped beer throughout the meal, but 
let me applaud the kitchen’s addition of house 
wines by half or full carafe ($14/28) as well as 
a short but definitely intriguing wine list. Cock- 
tails, too. 

I will definitely return. The menu, and its 
nice execution, is as close as I'll get for a while 
to that of a corner bistro in Paris: classic, non- 
fussy fare, but with homegrown tweaks. Vive 
Augustine (and, by the way, you can spot a por- 
trait of that holy man on a back wall. Apparently 
he’s the saint of pommes frites). 8 


1668 Selby Avenue, St. Paul 
615-447-3729 
www.augustinesmn.com 


Chocolate Almond Cake 


Aging does not 
needto getin 
the way of iving 
my best li 


| 


Free reusable Plaid Tote Bags 
Babe the Blue Ox Hats 

Paul & Babe on a Stick Fans 
Temporary Tattoos for kids 
Bemidji Lakes Area Guides 


qnlenaclive Digi. a 
B ri Experience! Bemidji. 


Located in the Education Building > 


VisitBemidji ‘com/STATEFAIR 


Aging in place 

services specializing in 
serving the HIV and LGBTQ+ 
communities 


To learn more, visit hopehousescv.org 


waivered services or 
a private pay option 


HOPE HOUSE Funding through‏ ב 


Serving the 7 County Metro 


f M in 
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Minneapolis-based nonprofit ensures LGBTQ individuals feel empowered at work 


A 2018 Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 
Foundation survey of employees across the na- 
tion found that 46% of LGBTQ workers remain 
closeted on the job. That number is actually 
down four percent from a 2008 report. 

'The same 2018 survey found that the top 
reason LGBTQ workers do not report nega- 
tive stereotypes, jokes or harassment about 
LGBTQ people to a supervisor or human re- 
sources is because they didn't think anything 
would be done about it. 

Mossier, a Minneapolis nonprofit, is en- 
abling employment equity for the entire LG- 
BTQ community. 

“Mossier helps Minnesota's LGBTQ com- 
munity by ensuring we all have a variety of 
employment options with organizations that do 
more than just wave the pride flag," says Nick 
Alm, CEO of Mossier. “Mossier actively chal- 
lenges Minnesota companies to raise the floor 
and ensure that diversity, eguity and inclu- 
sion (DE&I) is not a check-the-box initiative. 
Rather, it's a way of existing and a long-term 
commitment to justice and designing work- 
place systems where our community can really 
thrive." 

An employer who makes the commitment 
to LGBTQ inclusion partners with Mossier for 
trainings and education to build a more com- 
fortable workplace. Together, they'll meet two 
to four times before they can implement an ac- 
tion plan that has shared objectives. 

The list of businesses who have walked 
side-by-side with Alm and their program is 
impressive. General Mills, Land O' Lakes, 
the Minnesota Twins, Target, and Ecolab are 
friends and allies. 

So is Minneapolis-based Sleep Number. 
^We met Nick through networking and knew 
we would benefit from their expertise as we 
advanced our commitment to individuality 
at Sleep Number," says Alixandra Colehour, 
Sleep Number's VP for Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion. “They have done a fair amount of 
consulting with us as we shaped our overarch- 
ing DE&I strategy." 

"They were especially helpful as we formed 
our DE&I Council," Colehour continues. "We 
brought them on as a partner to help us de- 
fine a process that was fair and equitable for 
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SERVE OUR SOCIETY | BY MIKE MARCOTTE 


Mossier 


all applicants interested in joining our team 
member-driven Diversity, Eguity and Inclusion 
Council." 

Colehour adds: “In partnership with Moss- 
ier, we created a blind application approach to 
remove any potential bias from the selection 
process, and in the end we have a council that 
broadly represents all dimensions of diversity, 
and it's a wonderfully eclectic mix of team 
members from across the company who are 
making a difference." 

Mossier asked the tough questions that 
needed to be asked. 

“Mossier met us where we are, without 
judgment, in our journey of inclusion," Cole- 
hour says. 

"Nick became a member of our team and 
guided, taught, listened, understood and 
helped us define the most important areas of 
focus for us," Colehour explains. "Nick has an 
innate way of making you comfortable being 
uncomfortable, having tough conversations 
and helping us all to want to do better every 
day. This work is not just my responsibility or 
the person next to me, it is the work of our en- 
tire company." 

No matter where a company is on their in- 
clusion journey, Alm is ready to help. 


BY MIKE MARCOTTE 


“What makes Mossier unique is our ability to 
meet people and organizations where they are 
at,” Alm says. “As long as an organization has 
opened themselves up to doing the work, we can 
support a full spectrum of needs, whether that 
organization is just learning about the LGBTQ 
acronym or whether they are working to build 
and implement full-scale inclusion strategies.” 


NOT FORCING INDIVIDUALS 
TO COME OUT AT WORK 


Mossier’s intention is not to force LGBTQ 
individuals to come out at work. 

“We tend to focus less on LGBTQ individu- 
als needing to be out, and more about how 
organizations create spaces where LGBTQ 
people have the option to be out on their own 
terms,” Alm adds. “Mossier focuses on overall 
inclusion, psychological safety, empathy, and 
designing workplace systems that are actively 
working against homophobia and transphobia. 
When LGBTQ individuals experience work- 
place equalities, they can work without fear 
and unlock greater levels of creativity and in- 
novation.” 


GIVING BACK TO ALL 


In addition to working with companies, 
Mossier hosts Queer Career Fairs throughout 
the year to connect LGBTQ job seekers with 
organizations who have already committed to 
LGBTQ equity. 

They also have quarterly meet-ups for those 
looking to network. 

“These events include leaders of all back- 
grounds, titles and years of experience,” Alm 
says. 

Profits Mossier receives are distributed 
as grants to LGBTQ entrepreneurs in Kenya 
and Uganda. To date, Mossier has provided 
$160,000 to 10 businesses focused on agricul- 
ture and tourism. 

Those who identify as workplace advocates 
are encouraged to sign up to receive updates 
on Mossier’s website, www.mossier.org. 

If you feel your company could benefit from 
Mossier’s services, reach out to Nick Alm and 
Mossier. Colehour and the Sleep Number team 
are glad they did. 

“Identify the spaces that need work and 
commit to that work—do not turn a blind eye,” 


Nick Alm. 


Colehour says. “Even if you feel you're behind 
other companies in this work, finding the right 
partner will give you the momentum you need 
to be a stronger workplace for all. The founda- 
tion Nick has created for us as a company has 
been influential in setting us up for the long- 
term journey.” 


Mike Marcotte is a television executive producer. 
See more of his work at www.givemethemike.com. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 
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EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTG+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTG+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. "Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping ٭‎ Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


HAGENS 5057 


Estimates 7am-Spme All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Serving you for over 100 years! SSSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN. COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


GUN SHOPS 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


MISSING YOUR TARGET? = 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL WELLNE 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


Davina M. Baldwin 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Home - Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 

Office: (612) 781-3454 

Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com (Gi 


fitness with compassion 


specializing in: 
weight loss cardio training 
women and senior fitness 
muscle mass and strength 


406.546.2940 


fitnesswithcompassion.com 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


* 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
& © CurtLarsonHomes.com 
1 © CalBRE 8 


BE Aegis California 


Properties 


4 
COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


TUE 


Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 


iib 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612. 827. 7 4 


RENTALS 


Amazing Views, Fully rehabbed immaculate 
2 bed Cherokee Heights home in St. Paul 
- fireplace, deck, large yards, insulated 
house and garages, storage, laundry, no 
smoking, no pets - $2400, references. Photos 
at www.facebook.com/marketplace/ 
item/28241 44421 131366/ 


ے2 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


JACK 


For someone who values her time—espe- 
cially having the ability to sit and write uninter- 
rupted or to ride my bike whenever I want—I 
recently did something incredibly counterintui- 
tive (okay, maybe “dumb” is a better word): I 
got a puppy. 

His name is “Jack.” He's an English cream 
golden retriever, which means that except for 
his nose and a slight smudge of shadow on 
his floppy ears and paws, he's entirely white in 
color. He's also all puppy, with bursts of bound- 
less energy followed by hours of napping. That, 
together with his desire to gnaw on all of my 
extremities and clothes because of teething, 
make for great chaos in the Krug household. 

As a dozen therapists will attest, I’m a crea- 
ture of habit and not at all good with chaos. 
That goes back to some childhood trauma, but 
for a change, I'll spare you the details. 

I knew this going in. In fact, I experienced 
great angst about whether I had the fortitude 
and patience to be a forever best friend to Jack. 
Then, a week before I was to get Jack, I dreamt 
about a big dog with a wildly thumping tail who 
excitedly licked my neck and face. I woke up 
feeling ecstatic. 

I never dream of dogs. For that dream to 
occur at that very moment was, I believe, the 
Universe talking to me. 

It will be okay, Ellie. Jack will be good for you. 
Have faith! 

After that dream, I was all in. 

Because Jack was the runt of the litter, the 
breeder hand-fed him for a couple weeks after 
birth, and then, once his suckling reflex devel- 
oped, kept his litter mates away as he nursed 
from mom. This had the breeder, a lovely, car- 
ing woman named Donna, spending a lot of 
time with Jack. She reported that he was very 
responsive to human touch and loved people. 

Thus, when the “lottery day” arrived—that 
is, when I got to choose between potential best 
friends from the litter—my gut told me to go 
with Jack. I figured he would likely be the most 
resilient of the bunch and used to challenges. 

No doubt, having me for a best friend is a 
mighty big challenge for Jack. As I related in 
my last column, I can sometimes be relatively 
selfish or a bit grumpy. Plus, I'm not a fan of 
waking up in the middle of the night to take a 
puppy out (but I certainly do that because it's 
part of raising a pup). 

A day after Jack turned eight weeks old, I 
drove to Donna's house in Ankeny, Iowa, just 
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north of Des Moines. I brought along a big can- 
vas crate with mesh screens, and after folding 
down the backseat on my Honda CRV, I placed 
the crate at the edge of the opening between 
the front seats. 

The handover was emotional for Donna; 
she had bonded with Jack in a way different 
from Jack's littermates. I left Donna a card 
where I wrote how I appreciated her caring de- 
meanor and professionalism. I also promised 
her that I'd do my best to give Jack a great for- 
ever home. 

With Jack in the crate, I headed for the 
Twin Cities. Jack quickly did some whimper- 
ing, which I expected, so to calm him I partially 
unzipped a mesh screen and reached back to 
put my right hand and forearm into the crate to 
pet him. The whimpering quickly died down, 
and before long, Jack fell asleep— on my fore- 
arm and hand. He stayed asleep that way for 
100 miles and it was darn uncomfortable for 
me, but it didn't matter. 

It was our first act of bonding, and I wasn't 
going to screw it up. 

In the weeks since then, I've learned quite 
a few lessons about puppies—like that their 
attention spans are relatively nonexistent and 
how potty training is way more difficult than 
most dog owners claim. I also learned some 
things about me. 

For one, it turns out that I have way more 
patience than I ever imagined having. I’m sure 
that's because I enjoy nurturing humans and 
other living things—and for as long as with 
both live, Jack will get my best nurturing. 

I've also learned that having Jack, who re- 
sponds to my words (well, he sometimes re- 
sponds) and who does silly things like chase 
empty water bottles throughout my house, has 
made me laugh countless times. That, in turn, 
has made my loneliness more bearable. Heck, 
with all the attention that Jack requires, there's 
really no time to feel lonely. 

Most of all, I've found love again. It's a won- 
derful emotion, love. I had forgotten what it felt 
like. 

Ill be forever grateful that the Universe 
showed up to tell me that it would all be okay. I 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug, the author of Getting to Ellen: 

A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change, 
speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion top- 
ics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also 
sign-up for her monthly e-newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(d 
gmail.com. 
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JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


| QUIT 
THE OLYMPICS 


I quit the Olympics 
I used to fantasize about being an Olympian. 


Ithought the Olympiad an honorable institu- 
tion. 


I got a C in gym class because I couldn't com- 
plete the rope-climb. 
No one ever showed me how. 


My friends discouraged me from playing bas- 
ketball, 
because I'd scratch them with my nails. 


I was never a strong swimmer. 
I've had 3 brushes with death in open water. 


Breaking my toe playing volleyball 
eliminated further goals towards athleticism. 


But I still fantasized. 


I particularly wanted to do the Steeplechase. 
I was so disappointed when I learned my high 
school track and field department did not 
include steeplechase. 


I once missed out on a role in a film because I 
shared the fact that my father broke both his legs 
while skipping rope, and I inherited those genes. 


I was always twisting an ankle or banging a 
knee. 


Ionce broke my foot when a sandal slipped on 

a step in a manicured garden, sending said foot 
into an unfortunately placed brick. I could have 
owned that country club, were I the litigious 
sort. But I just sucked it up, and took one for 
the team: didn't want to sour relations with my 
new employer at the company picnic. 


I quit the Olympics. Without discussing its rac- 
ism, sexism, and imperialism. 


Olympic Village still sounds like a hoot. 
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Whether this is your first time quitting or your tenth, 
we're here with free help 24/7. Try using free quit 
medications — patches, gum or lozenges* — and 
talking to a coach for free. Whenever you're ready, 
drop by online or say hello on the phone. 


QuitPartnerMN.com 
1-800-QUIT-NOW (784-8669) 


*18+ 


